Writing-Intensive Course Proposal Form

Name: Kathryn Tomasek
Department: History and Women’s Studies
Course Number and Title: WMST 312, Feminist Theory
Course is usually offered: ___every semester ___once a year __x_every other year
Semester when course will next be offered: S 2003
Frinde Maher usually teaches the course. I am requesting WI designation for this semester only.
Anticipated enrollment: current enrollment 10

A. Kinds and quantity of writing (please address the criteria in the guidelines):

1.  Both informal and formal writing.

Students will write seven informal two-page responses to the assigned readings and three
formal papers of 5-7 pages over the course of the semester. (Note that page length for formal
papers has changed from the length indicated in the syllabus.) Students will also write and revise
a research paper of 15-20 pages.

2. Extensive writing.
Students will write 45-55 pages, both formal and informal writing, over the course of the
semester.

3. Frequent writing.
Total number of writing assignments for this course: 11.

B. Kinds and quantity of writing instruction (please address the criteria in the guidelines):

1. In-class instruction.

This course is designed to help students address the questions raised by the specific task of
writing about theory, which is often abstract. We will discuss the special issues involved in
writing about theory throughout the semester. There will be ample time during each class
meeting to discuss the progress of students’ research and writing.

2. Clear writing assignments.
Please see attached copy of the assignment for the first formal paper. I will provide similar

assignments three weeks before the due date for each of the other formal papers. Please see also
pages 4-6 of the course syllabus.

3. Multiple drafts.
During the final weeks of the semester, students will focus on drafting and revising a

research paper. They will turn in a first draft, on which I will comment, one week before turning
in the final draft of the paper.

4.  Individualized response to student writing.
I will provide extensive comments on the strengths and weaknesses of all formal papers
and of the first drafts of the research paper.

C. Any additional information.
I will be happy to provide any additional information at the committee’s request.

Thank you for considering this proposal.



Women’s Studies 312 Wheaton College
Feminist Theory Spring 2003

Assignment for Formal Paper 1
Theories and Movements

Write a paper of 8-10 pages (2000-2500 words) about the relationships between
feminist theories and women’s social and political movements. Use the material in the
handouts and in FTR as evidence to support your argument.

Options:

Write about this topic in general, using evidence from different times and

places.

Choose a specific time or place to discuss in your paper—the first wave in
the United States and Great Britain; the second wave in the United States;

the third wave in the United States.

Write about feminist theory in transnational context.

This paper is due in my office at noon on Friday, February 21.



Final Draft--

The final draft should be the completed version of the student’s paper. The
argument should be supported by evidence based on research in the scholarly literature
on the student’s topic. All quotations should be cited, with complete footnotes. This
draft should include a bibliography and any other materials that the student chooses to
include to support her argument. There should be no errors of grammar or typing.

This paper should reflect the student’s best effort, the culmination of her studies
in her major field.

The final draft of the research paper is due in my office at noon on Friday, May 2.

Notes on Papers:

Writing Assistance:

All writers, at some stage in the writing process, work with at least one other
individual for guidance and feedback. At Wheaton, students may receive such guidance
from peer writing tutors who have taken a tutor training class with Professor Susan
Dearing. These tutors can help writers brainstorm, organize, focus and develop ideas.
They can also assist writers with using sources by helping them to paraphrase, introduce,
and cite other writers' ideas. Students who have complete drafts may work with the tutors
to learn about punctuation, mechanics and proofreading strategies.

The tutors work at various locations throughout the campus, including Balfour
Hood, the Meneely Writing Room (Men 204) and the College Learning Center, which is
located in the former Merrill Room of the Wallace Library. During the third week of the
semester, their schedule will be circulated electronically and posted throughout the
campus.

Format for papers:

The papers that you will write in this course are formal papers based on your
developing knowledge of Women’s Studies. They should be presented formally, in order
to show your work in the best possible light. The format outlined here is intended as a
guide.

e Type your paper using a word-processing program.

e Present your paper as neatly as possible.

e Leave one-inch margins--no more, no less--on all four sides.

e Indent the beginnings of paragraphs one-half inch--no more, no less.

e Double-space the paper.

* Do not add extra space between paragraphs except for section breaks.

e Use a font that yields approximately 250 words per page; Courier size 12
is one example.

e Use footnotes or endnotes to cite your sources; examples of the correct
style are found in style manuals like Kate Turabian, A Manual for Writers
of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertation®iana Hacker, A Pocket
Style ManualYou should own a copy of one of these manuals. If you do
not, buy one.

e Number every page of your paper.

e Staple the pages together in the upper-left corner.



Length of papers:

Suggestions for the length of papers are meant to indicate the minimum number
of pages required to address the topic adequately. Students may write more than the
recommended number of words or pages, and in fact [ encourage you use as many pages
as you need to make your point.

Needless to say, papers using less that the minimum number of pages are unlikely
to address the topic adequately and are equally unlikely to receive passing grades.

Back up your work:
Disks crash. Avoid the heartbreak of losing everything you have written. Back
up your work.

Submitting papers:
When you have completed your paper, turn in a hard copy to me. Always,
always, keep a photocopy or extra hard copy for yourself.

Electronic submission of formal papers:

I will not accept formal papers submitted electronically unless such submission
has been prearranged through a discussion with me. It is the student’s responsibility to
print out and turn in a hard copy of each paper assigned for this course.

Course Requirements:
Attendance--

Students must attend and participate actively in class meetings. Prepare for these
class meetings by reading and thinking about the material assigned.

Students may miss no more than one week’s worth of class meetings (two classes)
without penalty. Each additional absence will lower the student’s semester grade one
notch. Three absences, for example, will bring a B down to a B-, and four absences will
bring it down to a C+. I will excuse some absences, but these will also count against the
student after two weeks. Students are always responsible for any work done in class
during absences, and I expect students to find out about notes and assignments from a
responsible classmate.

Late Work--

Assignments are due as indicated in the syllabus. I am happy to grant extensions
if students are having trouble meeting a deadline or completing an assignment, but only if
students consult with me before the due date. I do not accept late work unless students
speak to me before the due date and make arrangements to turn in the assignment at an
alternate time. If students turn in late work without talking to me about it first, I will
lower the grade for that assignment one full grade for each day the work is late.
Academic Integrity--

Students are bound by the honor code to make sure that all of the work they turn
in for this course is their own. This includes proper citation of sources in papers. Please
ask me if you have any questions about standards for academic integrity.




